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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application. 

Listing of Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) A system for bidding for a process execution over a heterogeneous network, 
said system comprising a network server adapted to receive a payload over the heterogeneous network 
from a network client, wherein the payload comprises specifications for a process execution associated 
with a task, wherein the server is further adapted to simulate the process executionjby^stimatinfi 
computing rg?n\m'qj requiredto^cany out the prO£C&9. .cxecution associaled jyvdilh,the task and provide a 
bid solicitation for the process execution from a network host. 

2. (Original) The system as recited in claim 1, wherein the system further comprises a financial 
resolution center. 

3. (Original) The system as recited in claim 1, wherein the heterogeneous network comprises a network 
of computational devices. 

4. (Original) The system as recited in claim 1, wherein the heterogeneous network is absent information 
salt thcrcacross for maintaining secure access thereto. 

5. (Original) The system as recited in claim 3, wherein the network of computational devices comprises 
a network of multiple platforms. 

6. (Original) The system as recited in claim 1 , wherein the payload is encrypted. 

7. (Original) The system as recited in claim 1, wherein the bid solicitation is encrypted. 

8. (Original) The system as recited in claim 1, wherein providing a bid solicitation comprises providing 
a process simulation data set. 



SN 00/752,072 Response to Office Action Mailed 3/3 1/2004 Page 2 of 9 

PAGE 2/9 * RCVD AT 6/30/2004 4:40:56 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 1 DNiS:8729306 * CSID:5127031250 * DURATION (mm-ss):05-10 



JUN-30-2004 WED 02:33 PM CONLEY ROSE & TAYON 



FAX NO. 5127031250 



P. 



9. (Original) The system as recited in claim 2, wherein the network server is further adapted to receive a 
bid for the process execution. 

10. (Original) ITie system as recited in claim 9, wherein the network server is further adapted to validate 
the bid with the financial resolution center. 

11. (Original) The system as recited in claim 10, wherein the network server is further adapted to 
evaluate the bids, 

12. (Original) The system as recited in claim 11, wherein evaluating the bids comprises mediating 
negotiations between the network host and the network client, wherein the negotiations relate to the 
process execution. 

13. (Original) The system as recited in claim 12, wherein the network server is further adapted to 
maintain confidentiality as to the identity of the network client and the network host. 

14. (Currently Amended) A method for soliciting a bid for a process execution associated with a task, 
said method comprising: 

receiving a payload on a server, wherein the payload comprises specifications for a process 
execution associated with a task; 

simulating the process execution from the payload by estim ating computin^xesoiirj CfiS-i^fli?u:C.d-lO. 
parry-out the proce ss execu ti Qn^as &^ktfcdj^hJhSLi&sk: and 

providing a bid solicitation for the process execution. 

15. (Original) The method as recited in claim 14, wherein simulating the process comprises executing a 
portion of the process, 

16. (Original) The method as recited in claim 14, wherein providing a bid solicitation comprises 
providing a process simulation data set, and wherein the process simulation data set provides information 
associated with the process execution related to the task. 
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17. (Original) The method as recited in claim 14, wherein the payload is received from a network client. 

18. (Original) The method as recited in claim 14, wherein the payload farther comprises: 

a security permission dataset related to the identity of the task and the identity of the network 
client requesting process execution associated with die task; 

and a financial data set related to the budget of the task. 

19. (Original) The method as recited in claim 18, further comprising validating the payload with a 
financial resolution center, wherein the financial resolution center is adapted to authenticate the financial 
data set. 

20. (Original) The method as recited in claim 14, further comprising receiving a bid from a network 
host. 

21. (Original) The method as recited in claim 20, wherein the bid comprises: 

a bid data set relating to the compensation requested in exchange for the process execution; 

a host identity data set relating to the identity of the host providing the bid; and 

a capability data set, wherein the capability data set includes a capability index indicating the 
host's process execution history. 

22. (Original) The method as recited in claim 21, further comprising validating the bid with a financial 
resolution center. 

23. (Original) The method as recited in claim 14, wherein the payload is encrypted. 

24. (Original) The method as recited in claim 20, wherein the bid is encrypted. 

25. (Original) The method as recited in claim 17, wherein the server is unknown to the client. 
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26. (Original) The method as recited in claim 17, wherein the client is unknown to the server. 

27. (Original) The method as recited in claim 20, wherein the host is unknown to the server. 

28. (Original) The method as recited in claim 20, wherein the server is unknown to the host 

29. (Currently Amended) A computer-usable carrier medium, comprising: 

first programming instructions executable on a computational device for receiving a payload 
wherein the payload comprises specifications for a process to be executed; and 

second programming instructions executable on the computational device for simulating the 
process specified by the payload>x,cstim£tjnj^^ 

thaia&ccss exe cution-ass ociated with theJaak to quantity a bid amount for the process 
before execution of the process. 

30. (Original) The carrier medium as recited in claim 29, further comprising third programming 
instructions executable on the computational device for providing a bid solicitation for the process 
execution. 



00m2\<m Response to Office Action Moiled 3/31/2004 



Page 5 of 9 



PAGE 5(9 * RCVD AT 6130/2004 4:40:56 PM (Eastern Daylight Time] * SVRiUSPTO-EFXRMJO ' DNIS:8729306 * CSID:5127031250 ' DURATION (mm-ss):05-10 



